
The Mitfords at Batsford Park 
 

Batsford Park was the home of the second Lord Redesdale from 1916 when he inherited the 
estate from his father, Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford. David Mitford lived here along with 
his wife Sydney and seven children until 1919 when the expenses of running a large house forced 
them to sell up and move to Burford. The memory of the Mitford’s at Batsford continues even to 
this day though thanks to his infamous children… 
 
Nancy, 1904 – 1973 
Nancy settled in Paris after falling in love with a French colonel. She became a successful comic 
novelist and wrote ‘Love in a cold climate’ (the early part of which is set at Batsford), ‘The Pursuit 
of Love’ and ‘Noblesse Oblige’ published in the 1950’s starting the U and non-U debate on 
language and manners as a way to distinguish the aristocracy from the masses!  
 
Pamela, 1907 – 1994 
Pamela travelled to Ontario with her father on a gold prospecting trip and in 1935 drove to 
Czechoslovakia in a Morris 8! She married hunt jockey and airman Derek Jackson (she was the 
second of his six wives!). After a spell in Ireland farming and breeding horses, Pamela spent her 
final years in Gloucestershire surrounded by poultry, animals and vegetables. 
 
Tom, 1909 – 1945 
Eton-educated Tom became a barrister and musician, serving in the army during World War II. 
He volunteered to fight the Japanese rather than the Germans and was killed by a sniper in 
Burma in 1945. 
 
Diana, 1910 – 2003 
Diana caused a scandal by divorcing her first husband Bryan Guinness to marry Sir Oswald 
Moseley, founder of the British Union of Fascists at a wedding attended by Hitler and Goebbels 
in Berlin in 1936! She was interned during the war in Holloway and Brixton Prison and wrote two 
books during her lifetime – ‘A Life of Contrasts’ and ‘The Duchess of Windsor’. 
 
Unity, 1914 – 1948 
A frequent companion of Adolph Hitler for four years, Unity spoke at party rallies in support of 
anti-Semitic Nazi beliefs! When war was declared she shot herself in the head in Munich Park. 
The bullet lodged in her brain for nine years leaving her in a child-like condition and needing 
constant care from her mother. 
 
Jessica, 1917 – 1996 
At nineteen years old Jessica ran away from home to join the Spanish Civil War! She later married 
Edward Romilly – a nephew of Sir Winston Churchill and lived in the USA. An active communist 
and involved in the civil rights movement, Jessica died in California in 1996.  
 
Deborah, 1920 – 2014 
After marrying Lord Cavendish – the Duke of Devonshire in 1941, Debo, as she was known by her 
family, worked with her husband as the main force behind Chatsworth House – writing books 
about her family home and describing herself as a shopkeeper running the farm shop! Her eldest 
son Peregrine inherited the Chatsworth estate on her husband’s death in 2004 when she became 
Dowager Duchess of Devonshire. 


